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The Selection of Foreign Node Cities during the High-Quality
Co-Construction Stage of the “ The Belt and Road” Initiative .
An Empirical Study Based on the Theory of Network Society

Liu Yubo & Deng Zhituan & Tu Qiyu

Abstract: High-quality construciton of the“The Belt and Road” initiative is an important na-
tional strategy for strengthening global governance and building a community with a shared future for
mankind. The layout of important node cities can have a multiplier effect on the in-depth advance-
ment of“The Belt and Road” initiative. The literature mainly analyze the node functions of domestic
cities, or take the countries as research target, whereas rarely conducted a comprehensive quantita-
tive research on cities along®The Belt and Road” initiative in foreign countries. Based on the analy-
sis tool of social network proposed by Castells, we evaluate the node functions of 350 foreign cities a-
long the “The Belt and Road” and find that the important node cities mainly distributed in Western
Europe, East Asia and Eastern Europe. By measuring the shortest travel time, we respectively
formed the development timing and spatial strategies for key regions. The innovation lies in the quan-
titative identification of foreign node cities and their spatial distribution structure, which can provide
decision-making reference for the high-quality co-construction of the “The Belt and Road” initiative.

Key words: “The Belt and Road” Initiative ; node city; network society; foreign cooperation

(EEF 51 7)
Can Charity Foundations Reduce Economic Inequality? .
The Perspective of Organizational Ecology

He Xiaobin & Dong Yinxi

Abstract; These days, charity foundations have gradually become a new social force and inte-
grated into social and economic development, which can influence wealth flow and distribution
processes. This study adopts an organizational ecology to analyze how foundation density affects legit-
imacy and further influences the achievement of organizational goals. We get the following results
from empirical analysis. In areas with low foundation density, institutional norms and organizational
legitimacy are inadequate; thus, increasing foundation density would exacerbate income inequality.
In areas with high foundation density, institutional norms are established, and organizational legiti-
macy improves; thus, increasing foundation density would help reduce income disparities. The cul-
ture of mutual help can enhance the role of foundations in reducing income inequality while impro-
ving social security would weaken the impact of foundations. The study indicates the effect of public
benefit foundations in promoting economic equality. At present, the overall development of public
welfare foundations in China is low. Therefore, the government should support social organizations’
growth, enhance their supplementary role in the third distribution, promote social equality, and a-
chieve shared prosperity.

Key words: charity foundation; income inequality; organization density; legitimacy
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