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Thirty Years of Development in Sociology of Education in China

LIU Jing-ming'

ZHANG Li

(1. Department of Sociology, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084;

2. Department of Sociology, Remin University, Beijing, 100082)

Abstract; This study reviews the process of research development of sociology of education in main-

land China, with special references to focus, self-consciousness and knowledge system of the discipline
of sociology of education. The study argues that sociology of education has been well established in Chi-

na, with its sub-disciplines quickly developed, and its three streams of research —practically-oriented

formative research, education and social stratification, and interpretative sociology of education—well

progressed. The study calls for engaging in unique and systematical theoretical studies as the main di-

rection for the future development of sociology of education.
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