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societal spaces: 1) individualisation driven by
selfish interests; 2) space becomes commodity;

3) space becomes resources.

The actions in space: the spaces in
the courtyards and adjustments to the
social relations in the Dashilar area

Li A’lin

Space is shaped by social relations and the
means through which social relations are
reproduced. According to the idea and with the
methodology of Sociology of Action, the author
went into the old blocks in the Dashilar area to
investigate in the interventions through the
changes of the relations between courtyard
and those between
The study

describes three practices of adjustments to the

spaces and residents,

residents and the government.

spaces in the courtyards: 1) building incubator
of voluntary organisations; 2) renovation of No.
53 Courtyard in Baishun Lane, with residents
as subjects; 3) renovation of No.15 Courtyard
in Peizhi Lane, by applying for subsidies and
with help from the governments. Through
adjustments to different social relations, the
three practices try to: 1) coordinate
neighbours’ interests in the public spaces; 2)
adjust the relations between the public and the
private in courtyards; 3) rebuild residents’
self- organisations and neighbourhood. Three
practices face different difficulties and show

the direction for future actions.

A study of the process to foster self-
organisation in urban neighbourhoods:
the experiment in the neighbourhoods
of the Dashilar Sub-district

Liang Xiao’ yue and Jar- Der Luo

According to the framework of self- organisation
theory, the study describes the experiment of
the sociologist team of Tsinghua University to
foster self- organisation in the neighbourhoods
of the Dashilar Sub- district in three sections:
1) a description of self- organisation theory; 2)
empowerment  of  self- organisation in
neighbourhood  and  the
accompanying cultivation; 3) off- line to online.
methods  to
self- organisation in the neighbourhoods, i.e.,

process  of

It focuses on the foster

resources  for
neighbourhood,

accompanying empowerment in cultivation of

surveys on hotshots and

self- organisation in
community, fostering self- organisation in
neighbourhood through micro- public ventures,
organisation project and assessment of financial
position, and so on. Governance of
neighbourhood has been conducted off- line for
long. With Internet and big data technology,
we try to promote the model of on-line
governance of neighbourhood in the Dashilar
Sub- district. It saves both labour and cost, and
enable us to assess the efficiency and effects of
offered by

self- organisations, which greatly increase the

the social services

efficacy of
neighbourhoods.

grassroot governance




