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The Impact of Social Capital on Post-Disaster Recovery

Abstract

How does social capital affect post-disaster recovery? While numerous studies have focused on
this question, few look closely at the ways by which local social networks interact with government
involvement, especially in authoritarian states where government plays an essential role in reconstruction.
Based on a survey conducted in Sichuan, China after the 2008 earthquake, this paper investigates how
government organization affects the outcomes of social capital. Findings show that both individual
and community social capital mobilize survivors to participate in government-led collective planning.
Moreover, survivors with stronger community and individual social capital measured by neighbor
guanxi network are more likely to be satisfied with reconstruction, while instrumental individual social
capital does not yield a significant impact. Contrary to the bottom-up voice in democracies, survivors
with stronger social capital in authoritarian regimes experience bottom-up consent and are negatively
influenced by government involvement.
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