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On the Consumer Behavior of the Status Consumption
SUN Feng ZHANG Yixiao XIAO Jing-jian
( Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P. R. China; Northeastern University, Boston 02115;
University of Rhode Island, Rhode Island 12881 )

Abstract; The purpose of this study is to examine associations between social status, advertisement attention and
status consumption in a context of an emerging economy. Status consumption is measured by three factors: the sym-
bol of wealth, leisure, and frugality (a reverse measure of the wealth symbol). With data collected from two repre-
sentative cities in China, the results from the structural equation modeling suggest that social classes are associated
with status consumption and that advertisement attention is associated with the wealth symbol.

Key words: symbolic significance of consumption; social status; SEM model
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